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ILLUSTRATION 383 


VIEW OF THE FLOOR OF THE PAN CLOSET 


The Pan Closet in which there is a display of china was formerly the 
storage room for groceries, cooking utensils, and kitchen china. When 
the area was given to the United States Government, there was neither 
cooking utensils nor kitchen china left in the 01d House. Since there 
were so many pieces of important china stored away, the Adams family 
suggested a display of this china in the Pan Closet where it could be 
seen by the visitor. 


On the floor of the Pan Closet are three English Silver plated Covers 
for large platters which were used at the Embassy in London by Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Francis Adams. These covers were used to keep the roasts 
warm while being taken from the Kitchen to the Dining Room. It seems 
only natural that they would have needed protection of the hot dishes 
since the kitchens in England are usually some distance from the dining 
room. 


In the southeast corner is a mid-nineteenth century earthenware whiskey 
bottle with black lettering: Glen Gary Very 0ld Scotch Whiskey 
Trade mark - (& corkscrew form) 
Proprietors John Hopkins & Co. 
London and Glasgow 


Mark: pressed underglaze - Port-Dundas 
Pottery Co. 
Glasgow 


As you look straight ahead in the Pan Closet, there are two tall milk 
glass vases. These vases were also used at the Embassy in London and 
were never put on display at the Old House since the Adams family 

thought them inappropriate for such a simple house. These Vases have 
floral and gold decorations. Size: Height - 24 1/2", Diameter - 8". 


In the southwest corner on the floor are four wrought iron tongs which 
were originally intended for coal; however, in the Brooks Adams era he 
always kept a new one which he had put on the table for him to steady 
the turkey or large roast of beef while he carved it. 


Not shown in the illustration, but located in the northwest corner are 
two Silver Warming plates described earlier in Illustration 381. 
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TLLUSTRATION 385 


Title: 
Date: 


Description; 


Reference: 


627. 


Coalport China Plates 

1840 

These plates are English Coalport China with a green 
and gold band around the outer edge. This set of 
china consists of one hundred and thirty-six pieces. 
Size: Diameter - 9", | 

This Coalport China set has always been attributed to 
John Quincy Adams who is said to have used it in Rus- 
Sia. This apparently is in error because the china 
authorities all agree that this type of Coalport 
China was not made before 1840 - only eight years 


prior to John Quincy Adams' death. 
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ILLUSTRATION 


Title: 
Date: 


Description: 


Reference: 
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Chinese Export Plates 

Early Nineteenth Century 

These plates are of the finest Chinese Export porce- 
lain. They have an underglaze field of Celadon green 
with a gilt edge and polychrome overglaze decoration 
of flowers, butterflies and in the center is a long 
plumed bird. On the back is a blue chop mark under- 
glaze. They are in mint condition at the present 
time (1968). Size: Diameter - 9". 

It has not been determined as to who bought these 


plates. 
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ILLUSTRATION 387 


Title: Corn Flower Plates (Top Shelf) 
Date: 1785-1790 
Description: On the top shelf are two white porcelain plates which 


are decorated with blue corn-flower sprigs, green 
leaves and gilt trim design. They have an underglaze 
blue marking, (The crossed flambeaux 
here shown are typically irregularly drawn.). This 
marking is Similar to the Meissen and yet it has some 
French appearance. The plates were probably from the 
Paris manufacturer, Rue Fontaine au Roi, called "De 
la Courtille." Diameter - 9 1/4". 

Reference; These plates are attributed to John Guincy Adams. 

Comment: The corn-flower blue decoration was originated by 
Marie Antoinette and taken up elsewhere in Europe, 
notably Dresden and Nyon, Switzerland. The mark here, 


however, indicates a French origin. 
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ILLUSTRATION 388 


WEST VIEW OF THE PAN CLOSET 


Most of the objects in this illustration of the west side of the Pan 


Closet will be described individually in illustrations to follow. 


On the bottom shelf in this illustration is a small covered dish. Both 
the dish and cover are Chinese Export China, but they are not a match- 


ing set. They are Canton blue design. 


On the second shelf is a modernistic cut glass sugar and creamer, Mrs. 
Brooks Adams enjoyed this set on her bed tray when her breakfast was 
served. The blue finger bowl with insert was probably bought by John 
Quincy Adams. The outside bowl ae for washing the pinnerts and the 


insert was for rinsing the mouth. 


On the third shelf are three small English porcelain egg cups. On the 
bottom of each egg cup is the word "England," and underneath are the 
figures 9704 with an x under the figures. These numbers probably are 
the identification of the manufacturer. The decorations on the egg 
cups are flowers and tiny geometric circles with an aqua thread-like 
line around the top and bottom of the decoration. One of these is 


mended. Size: Height - 2 1/2", Diameter - 1 7/8". 


On the top shelf are odds and ends of glass which Mr. Brooks Adams attri- 
buted to his mother. The pitcher will be described in a later illustra- 


tion. 
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ILLUSTRATION 390 


Title: 
Date: 


Description: 


Reference: 


632. 


Butter Dish (See Illustration 388) 

Early 19th century 

To the right of the Tea Service is a creamware butter 
dish with green and pink underglaze shell and floral 
swag decoration. There is a bee in a large gold car- 
touche which was the symbol of Napoleon. In the medal- 
lion is an eagle, and the medallion is enclosed with 
double laurel branches, suggestive of the United 

States seal emblems. Floral scrolls, swags and ribbons 
connect the designs. Cover has entwined laurel branches 
for inner border. 


Mark: underglaze green - FRANCE 


(Perhaps Sevres with the monogram of an artist.) 
Printed overglaze - Fabrique en France 
Richard Briggs Co., Boston 
Patented 
Size: Height - 4", Diameter - 8". 
This butter dish was used during the Charles Francis 


Adams Era and was much appreciated by Mr. and Mrs. 


Brooks Adams. 


ILLUSTRATION 391 


Title: 
Date: 


Description; 


Reference: 


633. 


Cruet 

1795 

This interesting French Cruet with stopper has a shell 

skirt and scroll foot and a pineapple and shell finial. 

The salmon fluting extends from lip to hip with gilt 

flowers. There is also purple fluting from hip to 

base. It has a gilt lip and handle. The marking on 

the bottom is as oe 

heavy, underglaze Fontainebleau, France Factory 

Jacob Petit, 1795 onwards. 

ee 

Size: Height - 9 1/2". 


History is unknown. 
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ILLUSTRATION 393 


Title: 
Date: 


Description: 


Reference: 


635. 


Platter 
e. 1850 
This earthenware, Staffordshire serving platter is 
much admired by the visitors. With a blue and white 
underglazed decoration of large bunches of grapes 
and full leaved vine, it makes an interesting dis- 
play piece. It has crackled glaze and is almost rec- 
tangular in shape. Size: Length - 20", 

Width - 17” approx. 
This platter goes back to the Charles Francis Adams ~ 


Era and was used frequently by Brooks Adams. 
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ILLUSTRATION 395 


Title; Bowl and Saucer 
Date: c. 19th century 
Description: To the right of the modernistic cut glass sugar and 


creamer are three small Chinese Export porcelain 
bowls and saucers. There are six of these bowls and 
saucers. The other three are on display in the Mid- 
dle Pantry. Each saucer has four floral designs 
separated by a sort of geometric line. The cups 
have the same type of floral design separated by cross 
marks. The color of blue is not of high quality. 
Reference: All tradition is Lost, but this Chinese Export porce- 
lain dates before.1890 when Brooks Adams assumed re- 


sponsibility for the Old House. 
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ILTUSTRATION 396 


Title: 
Date: 


Description: 


Reference: 


638. 


Pitcher 

Early to mid 19th century 

On the top shelf in the west side view of the Pan 
Closet, Illustration 388, is a porcelain pitcher which 
has a narrow neck and is shaped like an hourglass. At 
the top of the handle is a masque head. The meander- 
ing branches with leaves and flowers is underglazed on 
the purple ground. It originated in England and was 
listed in the 1911 inventory. Though repaired, it is 
in good condition (1968). 

By family tradition it was purchased by Mrs. Charles 
Francis Adams in England before her return to the 


United States in 1868. 


1% ( en 
< Ay ae ee? of. 
3 0 


ia 7 
te iD Hr . 


we i 


oe 


ie Ht wd bil 
U8 arm i. 


Gog t Op va 
i 7 i 


639. 


ILLUSTRATION 397 


GENERAL VIEW OF THE EAST SIDE OF PAN CLOSET 


The more important objects in this section of the closet will be given 
separate illustrations. There are interesting odd bits of china and 
glass in this exhibit. 


FIRST SHELF 


Next to the platter is a Chinese Export small dish and cover - neither 
match. Both are Canton blue design. Next to the small dish is a cov- 
ered glass syrup jar. The glass is English and of good quality, and 
the cover is porcelain with a bird perched in a bouquet of flowers 
painted upon it. The cover is encased in metal. To the right of the 
syrup jar is a fruit bowl which will be described in a later illustra- 
tion. The plate standing against the wall is described in Tllustration 
392. Near the wall in the corner are two small black tin tea cans dec- 
orated with a Japanese floral design. 


SECOND SHELF 


In front of the Wedgwood plate on the second shelf are three tea bowls 
with saucers. These pieces of china have a blue and white transfer 
pattern decoration. They are of poor quality. In the corner is a serv- 
ing dish which will be described in a later illustration. 


THIRD SHELF 


To the right of the green glass bowl on the third shelf is a beautiful 
erystal pitcher which will appear in a separate illustration. Near the 
corner is a curious porcelain fruit basket formed of fluted latticed 
stripes. It is mustard color with traces of red. The handles are 
pressed to the body of the basket. 
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ILLUSTRATION 398 


Title; Fruit Bowl 


Date: Late 18th century 
Description: On the first shelf in the corner is a beautiful urn- 


shaped fruit bowl with a scalloped edge and a grace- 
ful pedestal. Both the pedestal and fruit bowl have 

a@ blue and white landscape transfer print decoration. 
It is Staffordshire. The English scene in the center 
of the fruit bowl is framed in a border of blue floral 
pattern decoration. Size: Height - 6 1/2", Diameter - 
11". 

Reference: This fruit bowl is attributed to Abigail Adams. She 
wrote to John Adams in France about wanting blue china. 
It seems likely that she purchased this before she 
left England in 1788. The Blue Canton, the Stafford- 
shire and the Wedgwood were attributed to her by Brooks 
ey It is interesting to note that in the inventory 
of items sent from The Hague to John Adams there was a 


great deal of blue china included. 
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ILLUSTRATION 402 


Titles Plate 
Date: Early 19th century — 
Description: On the third shelf in back of the crystal pitcher is 


a white porcelain plate. The decoration on this plate 
is a very classical styled initial "A" in pink and a 
pink band with red line edge. Underglazed and incised 
is the mark; Y 

Size: Diameter - 9". 

Reference: There are several pieces of this service. It is the 
opinion of the writer that it must have been used by 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Francis Adams. Constant use 
would account for there being only a few remaining 
plates of different sizes and a large platter. This 
china was not used during the residence of Brooks Adams, 


1920 to 1927. 
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TLLUSTRATION 403 


Title: Pitcher 
Date: Unknown 
Description; This cut glass pitcher is included because of it's 


beautiful proportions and the nice quality of clear 
cut glass. Any definitive judgment on this pitcher 
must be reserved for later study. Height - 7 1/2". 


Reference; History unknown. 
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HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION OF THE MIDDLE PANTRY 


During the occupancy of Brooks Adams all the shelves on the south, west 
and north walls of the middle pantry were used for the storage of china. 
These closets containing the china had solid wooden doors. When the 
doors were open, you saw endless stacks of plates, saucers and serving 
dishes. During the regime of the Adams Memorial Society, glass doors 
were installed. The china was arranged in exhibit form - not exactly 
as it is today - because more patverns are included now than were used 
by the Adams Memorial Society. In order to make it easier, as ance 
terpretive device, the shelves have been arranged somewhat according 

to ownership. For example, in Illustration 405 the lower shelf con- 
tains the Meissen China which was used by President John Quincy Adams 
and succeeding generations. The three top shelves show the china which 
was used from the time of President John dais through the four genera- 
tions. In this room, along with the Pan Closet in the kitchen, practi- 
cally every type of china the Adamses used is exhibited for the visitor 


to enjoy. 
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ILLUSTRATION 406 


Title; Bowls 
Date; ¢. 1775-1800 
Description: On the bottom shelf of the general view is an impres- 


sive collection of Meissen china. This particular il- 
lustration shows two of the deep bowls with the full 
flower pattern used on all of the pieces. The blue is 
a clear bright blue; the outside border is decorated 
with small sprays, leaves and onions - hence it is of- 
ten referred to as the onion pattern. In the center 
is a large branch with leaves and blossoms. Attention 
is called to the end of the stem which includes the 
cross swords marking used in the Meissen factory. The 
outside of the bowl also has blue sprays for decoration. 
Both the white and the blue are in sharp contrast to 
each other, making a very beautiful picture. On the 


bottom is the Mark: exe 


Size: Height - 3 1/2", Diameter - 8". 


Reference: It was Mr. Brooks Adams' theory that the reason there 
are only serving dishes in the Old House is that pack- 
ing for travel was more difficult for the serving 
dishes than for plates. When Mrs. John Quincy Adams 
went to Washington as the wife of the Secretary of 
State, she is said to have taken with her the plates 
to this set which she had brought back from Prussia 
in 1801. The writer is informed that the Adams- 
Clement Collection has only one deep dish but a num- 
ber of plates of this set. In the terms of the Will 
the household articles in Washington were left to 
the heirs of Mrs. John Quincy Adams' deceased son John. 
The Adams-Clement Collection was finally given to the 
Smithsonian Institute. 


ILLUSTRATION 407 


Title: 
Date: 


Description: 


Reference: 


650. 


Platter and Insert 

Late 18th century 

The large Chinese Export porcelain platter and per- 
forated steamer attachment is of Willoware design 
and has a blue and white Fitzhugh border. This is 
a fish "drainer™ since the liquid from the fish 
would not be desirable as gravy for the food. 

Size of Platter; Length - 16", Height - 2 1/4". 
Size of Insert: Length - 12 1/2", Width - 9 1/2". 
This is a part of the service listed in the inven- 


tory of John Adams" Estate. 
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ILLUSTRATION 411 


Title: Plate 
Date: Late 18th or 19th century 
Description: There are only a few pieces of Chinese porcelain in 


the Old House which was not intended to be exported. 
This plate, however, is one of the examples. It has 

a very simple scalloped edge. The decoration is blue 
and white design, and the border is of petals and the 
inner border a floral motif. The central medallion is 
a chrysanthemum and leaf design representing the month 
of October. Mark: underglaze blue - signifies one of 
the Pa Pao (the Eight Precious Things), part of a group 
of artistic devices called the Po ku (Hundred Antiques). 
Size: Diameter - 9". Symbol of Victory 


Reference: History unknown. 
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ILLUSTRATION 412 


Title: 
Date: 


Description: 


Reference: 


655. 


Meat Platter 

Late 18th century 

As contrasted with the fish platter in [Illustration 
407, this platter is for meat and is depressed at one 
end for the gravy. It is Chinese Export porcelain 
with Canton blue and white design decoration. The 
back of the meat platter is ECen, Deeadine it contains 
intermittent low brackets which accommodate the escape 
of the heat from the meat, thus, protecting the table 
finish. Length - 15 1/2". 

Always used by Mr. Brooks eee but is a part of the 
large pie set The Hague inventory and Estate of 


John Adams both list this service. 
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ILLUSTRATION 


Title: 
Date: 


Description; 


Reference: 


657. 


Soup Plate 

Late 18th or early 19th century 

On the top shelf of the general view of this Middle 
Pantry is more of the Chinese porcelain not intended 
for export. This plate has a scalloped edge. The 
decoration is oblique blue and white floral panels in 
the outer border and extended scrolls in the inner bor- 
der. There is a central floral medallion. Mark: un- 
derglaze blue - signifies one of the Pa pao (the Eight 
Precious Things), part of a group of artistic devices 
called the Po ku (Hundred Antiques). 

Size: Diameter 8 1/4". 


History unknown. 
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TLLUSTRATION 416 


GENERAL VIEW OF THE WEST SIDE OF THE MIDDLE PANTRY 


Since most of the pieces of porcelain will have separate illustration 
in the following pages, this view is included to show the reader the 


general effect. 


The top shelf contains glass finger bowls and wine glasses brought into 
the Old House by Mrs. Charles Francis Adams and used by her family and 


later by Brooks Adams when he occupied the house. 
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ILLUSTRATION 417 


Titles , Cup and Saucer 
Date: Mid 19th century 
Description: On the bottom shelf of the west view of the Middle 


Pantry are four cups and four saucers of Chinese 

Export porcelain. Both saucers and cups have over- 

glaze, polychrome decoration of bright blue field, 

lavender and red flowers. The decoration is com- 

pleted with red, black and yellow butterflies. The 

mark underneath is red, overglaze - Chinese characters. 

Size of Saucers: Diameter - 4 1/2". 

Size of Cups: Height - 2 7/8", Hiomeeen 2 ye. 
Reference: Family tradition attributes these coffee cups and 

saucers to Mrs. Charles Francis Adams. They were used 


during the Brooks. Adams Era. 
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TLLUSTRATION 418 


Taiwles Glass Bon Bon Dish 
Date: ce. 1782 
Description: Part of the Waterford glass collected by Abigail 


Adams. 
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ILLUSTRATION 419 


Title: 
Date; 


Description: 


Reference: 


662. 


Plate 

Early 19th century 

On the bottom shelf are four Chinese Export porcelain 
plates. These plates have a c@ntral decoration of 

two writhing dragons in combat, one red and the other 
green. The border pattern is a quadrant design of 

four blue edged frames on gilt field with four red 
medallions flanked by spread-winged birds. The back 
of the plate shows no mark. Diameter - 9 1/2". 

These plates evidently belonged to Brooks Ajams. A 
descendant used six plates of this pattern recently 
(1968) at a luncheon the writer attended. The descen- 
dant remarked that her plates were a part of the Brooks 
Adams, Boston House china - since Old House things were 
always kept in Quincy, it seems in character with Mr. 
Brooks Adams to share interesting porcelain with the 


house he loved so dearly. 
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ILLUSTRATION 427 


PI tLe 
Date: 


Description: 


Reference: 


670. 


Cruets and Stand 

Unknown 

These glass Cruets were either manufactured in England 
or Ireland. The stand is wooden. Size: Height with- 
out stopper - 8", with stopper - 9 1/4". 

Nothing definitive can be stated about this cruet 
stand and cruets. [It has been attributed to Abigail 
Adams. Perhaps future research will reveal accurate 


information. 
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TLLUSTRATION 429 


miles Compotier 
Date: Early 19th century 
Description: The porcelain compotier shown on the opposite page is 


English porcelain, is white and has gilt trim. The 
top edge is scalloped. The decoration is clear cut 
but elaborate. There is a floral salmon and gilt bor- 
der around the top. The bowl is pierced, giving ita 
paneled effect. The handles are masque heads. The 
shaft of the bowl is decorated with a vine relief de- 
sign growing almost diagonally up to the bowl. The 
base is decorated with gilt bands of various widths. 
Diameter - 12 1/2". 

Reference: The collection at the Adams National Historic Site 
contains two smaller compotiers of exactly the same 
design. They are on the second and third shelves. 
All were used at the embassy in London by Ambassador 


and Mrs. Charles Francis Adams. 
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TLLUSTRATION 431 


674. 


GENERAL VIEW OF NORTHWEST SIDE OF MIDDLE PANTRY 


Title: 
Date: 


Description: 


Reference: 


Title: 
Date: 


Description: 


Reference: 


LOWER SHELF 
Pot-au-creme 


1840 


The two-tier stand with covered cups is English Coal- 
port China. The porcelain is white, and the decora- 
tion is gilt stripes on either side of a green band. 


This is a part of the large set bought by Mrs. Charles 
Francis Adams in London to use at the embassy with the 
gilt Dessert Service described in the kitchen pan clo- 
set. 


SECOND SHELF 
Bowl and two Cups 
Late 19th century 
This little group of English porcelain dishes on the 
second shelf has an acanthus leaf decoration with 
floral swags outside and a broad gilt border inside. 
The background near the rim is dotted. The mark under- 
neath is: Underglaze scratch - //// 
Both the date of the porcelain and the family tradition 
indicate it undoubtedly was brought to the Old House by 


Mrs. Charles Francis Adams. 


THIRD SHELF 


Items on this shelf will be descrited separately. 
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TLLUSTRATION | 


Title: 
Date: 


Description: 


Comment: 


Reference: 


676. 


Porcelain Pitcher 

1825-1830 

American porcelain is represented by this handsome 
Tucker Pitcher. The proportions are superb. It is 
Empire shape with fluted foot. There are polychrome 
floral bouquets on the body. Gilt lines decorate the 
handle, the top and the bottom of the pitcher. It is 
eracked. Size: Height - 71/2", Diameter - 4 3/4". 
Tucker's father ran a china shop in Philadelphia in 
1820. He had two sons, William and Thomas Tucker, and 
they did much decorating of china in their china shop. 
In 1825 they began to make hard paste porcelain. The 
Tuckers, it would appear, were not business people, 


and they were plagued with financial reverses. In 


1832 it was necessary for them to take in Joseph Hemphill 


as a financial backer. Even with his help their busi- 
ness ended in 1838. 
This pitcher was probably brought. into the Old House 


by Mrs. Charles Francis Adams. 
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ILLUSTRATION 434 


GENERAL VIEW OF THE NORTH WALL OF THE MIDDLE PANTRY 


On the first shelf-of this illustration there is German porcelain. On 
the second shelf there is French porcelain. Against the wall on the 
first shelf are four plates which are normally referred to as Meissen 
China because of the marking on the back which is so similar to the 
cross swords. The border, however, gives it a French appearance. These 
plates are described in detail in Illustration 387. On the third shelf 
is English glassware and porcelain. Individual illustrations will give 


a more detailed description. 


Titles Cup and Saucer 
Date; Late 1840 (Probably) 
Description: On the second shelf, the third cup and saucer from the 


left is of white porcelain with the Greek key border 
in gilt and red. Mark Underglaze green COPELAND. 
Diameter - 5 1/2". 

Reference: This cup and saucer was probably made in the late 
1840's when the firm was Copeland late Spode, then 


W. T. Copeland & Son. 
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685. 


TLLUSTRATION 442 


Title: Cup and Saucer 
Date: Early 19th century 
Description: On the second shelf is a white cup and saucer made of 


porcelain with wide gold bands on the rims and base. 
In between there is a decoration of narrow gold lines. 
The gilt handle is in the form of a serpent's head 
ending in an acanthus leaf on the body. 
Size of Cup: Height - 2 1/2", Diameter - 3 3/4". 
Size of Saucer: Diameter - 5 1/2". 
Reference: These cups and saucers are listed in the 1911 inventory. 
Comment: These were used on special occasions by. Brooks Adams. 
He associated them with his parents while they were in 


London from 1862 to 1868. 
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ILLUSTRATION 449 


Title: 
Date: 


Description: 


Reference: 


693. 


Platter 
Early 19th century 
These pottery serving platters are blue and white 
transfer print of a Gothic English church scene. A- 
round the edge is a wide border consisting of branches 
and leaves. Mark Underglaze blue: 
Beehive with flowers and leaves 
above it - BLENHEIM 
below it - FLORENTINE CHINA 2 
Length > 38", 
It is listed in the 1911 inventory as "1 large Blue 
and White Staffordshire Platter with Landscape." 
Probably belonged to Mrs. John Quincy Adams who lived 
in England while her husband erred as Minister to the 


Court of St. James - 1815 to 1817. 


694. 


HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION WITH THE BUTLER'S PANTRY 


Leaving the Middle Pantry and turning to the left one enters a long pas- 
sageway used as the Butler’s Pantry. The wallpaper is a blue floral de- 
sign upon a white background. This paper (1968) was silk screened so 

as to be an exact reproduction of the paper used during the Brooks Adams . 


occupancy, 1890 to 1927. The woodwork is an off white or light cream. 


Just when this passageway was added was not clearly established by Archi- 
tect Wrenn in 1964. Brooks Adams thought Abigail Adams had connected 
the East Wing to the kitchen by adding the first floor passageway in 
1800. In a letter to Abigail Adams dated April 28, 1800 her sister Mary 
Cranch wrote: 

"You have no way to get from your new room to the Kitchin but 

by going out of the back entry door or thro your other rooms. 

I see but one way you can have it - you may have an small en- 

try from where your window next to your Kitchin Dresser is to 

the new entry. it would darken the back window in your north 

room but you might have another in this little entry & oppo- 

site to it which would admit the light from the yard. ..." 
Abigail Adams replied from Philadelphia on May 5, 1800: 

",..I should like much to have a passage to the Kitchin from 

the entry: ...I care very little about the North window,... 

but as you observe a window may be made opposite." 
It is of further interest to notice that the first floor passageway has 
a window opposite the dining room window (now a door), and the lights 
of that window in the passageway are twelve over twelve. In the second 


floor passageway which was added by John Quincy Adams in 1836, the 


lights are six over six. 
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TLLUSTRATION 455 
WEST END VIEW OF THE BUTLER'S PANTRY CHINA CABINET 


The general view of this pantry is included to show the exhibit as 
arranged by Mrs. Louisa Catherine Adams Perkins and Miss Elizabeth 
Ogden Adams. When the area was given to the people of the United 
States, the Adams family expressed a desire, although it was not an 
obligation, that the china should remain exhibited as Mrs. Perkins 

and Miss Adams had arranged it. Photographs were taken at the time 
and their wish has been conscientiously carried out. As the china is 
cleaned, it is put back in the same spot. Most of the items exhibited 


will be described in separate illustrations. 
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ILLUSTRATION 456 


EAST END VIEW OF THE BUTLER'S PANTRY CHINA CABINET 


The general view of this pantry is included to show the exhibit as 
arranged by Mrs. Louisa Catherine Adams Perkins and Miss Elizabeth 
Ogden Adams. When the area was given to the people of the United 
States, the Adams family expressed a desire, although it was not an 
obligation, that the china should remain exhibited as Mrs. Perkins and 
Miss Adams had arranged it. Photographs were taken at the time and 
their wish has been conscientiously carried out. As the china is 
cleaned it is put back in the same spot. Most of the items exhibited 


will be described in separate illustrations. 
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ILLUSTRATION 464 


Title: Covered Bon Bon Dish 
Date: ec. 1782 
Description: The covered Bon Bon Dish is Waterford Glass. There 


are two of these Bon Bon Dishes displayed in the 
passageway pantry and one in the middle pantry. 
Height ~ 6". 


Reference: They belonged to Abigail Adams. 
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TLLUSTRATION 470 


Title: 
Date: 


Description: 


Reference: 


Tit 


Knives, Forks and Spoons 

1765-1817 

The forks and knives have silver handles. The forks © 
have three tines and are made of steel. The blades 
of the knives are also steel. The spoons are French. 
Size of Forks: Length - 8 3/4", Handle - 4 1/h", 
Size of Knives: Length - 11 1/4", Handle - 4 1/2". 
The silver knives and forks are English and were made 
by William H. Abdy in the late eighteenth century. 
This goldsmith had his silver shop at No..5 Oat Lane, 


Noble Street near Cheapside. 
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ILLUSTRATION 471 


Title: 
Date: 


Description: 


Reference: 


718. 


Tablespoons 


1783 

There are eleven tablespoons. Eight of these have a 
slightly pointed oval bowl with the initial "A" and 
hallmarks on the back. The other three have an oval 
bowl and are marked with cross and hallmarks. By the 
markings on the back of the tablespoons we have been 
able to identify that some of these were made by 
Pierre Guillaume Sallot, some by Pierre Joseph Sant- 
Pol, and «thers by Pierre Nicholas Somme. They were 
bought by Abigail Adams when she was in France and are 
numbered among the inventory. 

Size of spoons marked with "A": Length - 7 3/4". 
Size of spoons marked with cross and hallmarks: 
Length - 8". 

The forks, eee and spoons were used by Abigail and 
John Adams when he was President of the United States 


and when they were in the White House in Washington. 
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TLLUSTRATION 173 


PAINTING OF JOHN ADAMS 


On the right wall of the Butler's Pantry near the Long Hall door is a 
painting of John Adams by John Singleton Copley. This painting is a 
very poor copy of the original painting which is at Harvard University. 


History is unknown. Size: 25" X 30". 
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ILLUSTRATION 474 


BACK DOOR KNOCKER 


The knocker on the back door is from the house of Miss Elizabeth C. 
Adams (Cousin Lizzie) and was left by her to the Old House. It has 
always been the Adams family tradition that the knocker was removed 
from the house by Thomas Boylston Adams when he moved to his own house 
in 1829. If that be the case, then this knocker could have been the 


one used on the door when the 1800 section was added to the house. 
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